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A Message from Mr. O’Reilly  
  
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 
With Christmas holidays fast approaching on 
Wednesday 21st December I wish to thank you all for 
your continuing support since September. It has been 
a very busy and enjoyable first term, as school life 
returns to familiar and joyous routines post 
pandemic.  
 
All our pupils have been superb since September. 
They do their very best each day and I have truly 
enjoyed weekly Assembly in classrooms. We have 
included ‘pupil voice’ in Assembly format, it has been 
excellent! Our pupils are very proud of themselves 
and so they should, most especially our Junior Infant 
pupils!  
 
A close link between home and school is essential for 
the academic, social and emotional progress of your 
child. Please remember we are here to help. Our 
school office number is 051 878388 and email 
office@ballygunner.ie. Kerry our secretary will assist 
you. Thank you for partaking in face-to-face 
Parent/Teacher meetings in November, the first in 3 
years.  
 
 

My sincere thanks to all our school staff. They ensure 
your child is arriving into a warm, kind, caring 
classroom each morning. It is tremendous how 
positive our staff are and how every colleague helps 
maintain a supportive and inclusive school 
environment.  
 
My sincere thanks to our Parents Association. The 
recent Christmas Jumper Charity Day gave us all a 
great lift as did the ham blaas, fresh scones, cakes and 
treats they organised for school staff on Friday 9th 
December. I look forward to re-engaging fully with 
our Parents Association in early 2023. A special 
appeal to any parent who wishes to join.... your voice 
and support is a corner stone of effective progress 
and improvement in our school.  
 
I hope that you and your families enjoy time together 
this Christmas. I wish you all a very Happy and Joyful 
Christmas as we look forward to 2023. If you are 
travelling over the holidays period please drive 
carefully and allow plenty of time for journeys.  
 
Best Wishes, 
 
Killian O’Reilly 
Principal Teacher 
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What’s going on at School…  
 

Weaving Well Being  
 
Weaving Well Being is new for 2022/23 school year. 
It is a 3-level programme that aims to promote 
positive mental health, resilience and flourishing in 
children. It is based on concepts from Positive 
Psychology and Emotional Regulation. We look 
forward to engaging more with this programme 
after Christmas towards Character Strengths, 
Positive Emotions, Resilience, Positive Relationships 
and Empowering Others.   
 
Green Schools Programme  
Well done to the pupil reps. from 4th and 5th classes 
who are working so hard on the Green Schools 
committee in our school. They make regular 
announcements on the intercom to encourage 
everyone to keep our school clean and green. For 
the next two years we are working on the theme of 
litter. Waste and Global Citizenship. This means that 
the way we recycle or dump our waste products 
impacts on the environment all over the world.  
 
What can we do to help at school?  

● Use Tupperware or recyclable food 
containers 

● Use beakers or reusable drink containers 
rather than cartons and plastic bottles  

● Bring home your lunch wrappers daily and 
recycle at home 

● No tin foil or clingfilm if possible  
● Don’t bring wrappers to the yard as it is 

almost litter free (Well done everyone!)  
 
So let’s continue to work hard together to keep our 
school clean, green and environmentally friendly 
and do our best to work towards winning our 
SEVENTH Green Flag for our school.  
 
Keep Up The Great Work ! 
 
A big thank you to all the pupils, parents and staff 
who continuously promote the Green Schools 
themes of litter and waste management, water 
conservation, energy conservation, sustainable 
travel and biodiversity. Don’t forget to carpool, 
cycle, scoot, walk, take the bus or park ‘n’ stride to 
and from school to lower your carbon footprint.  
Go raibh maith agaibh!  
 
 
 

 
Picker Pals Programme  
 
Well done to Mr. O’Neill’s 2nd class who are involved 
in the Picker Pals Programme at our school. They 
take turns with their families to do a clean up at the 
weekend equipped with picker uppers and a little 
journal to record what they did. Then they tell their 
class all about it after the weekend.  
What a super little group they are – doing their best 
for the environment – Well Done !  
 
Anti-Bullying Week 2022  
  
All our pupils created great posters recently. Here is 
a sample of ‘Kindness’ and ‘Anti-Bullying’ posters. 
WELL DONE to all concerned.   
 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
ART 
 
School Project - Ms. O’Shea 
 
As part of our St. Brigid’s Day celebrations this 
coming February, we have been clicking our knitting 
needles to create the squares for her cloak. Many 
people in our community (pupils, parents, 
grandparents and other relatives have embraced the 
project and over 400 squares have been brought in 
to date. I have no doubt that many more will arrive 
in the final days in the run up to Christmas.  
Three knitting clubs were set up in school at 
lunchtimes – Wednesdays for 4th classes, Thursday 
for 5th classes and Fridays for 6th classes. However, 
after requests from the pupils, 3rd classes also joined 
in. Teachers have volunteered their lunchbreaks to 
facilitate these groups. Knitting has taken place in 
many classrooms also and it has led to many 
children knitting with needles, tubes and crocheting. 
It has been an amazing journey so far with the 
pupils.  
Residents and staff of Aperee Living, Ballygunner 
have also been involved in knitting and crocheting 
squares and sending them regularly. Huge thanks to 
the Activities co-ordinators and to Margaret for 
dropping off the squares.  
Our cloak will be displayed in the foyer of the school 
from Monday 23rd January onwards until St. Brigid’s 
day and all are invited to view it.  
We will also be learning songs, tin whistle tunes, 
how to craft crosses and brideóg dolls, learn about 
Kildare (Birthplace of St. Brigid) , Book of Kells, Book 
of Kildare and many stories about her life. We will 
even churn some butter in her honour. 
Thanks again for the time and effort given to knit for 
the cloak or taking the time to teach a child to knit 
for the project. It has brought generations together 
and showed us all some positivity after the last few 
years.  
Remember, you can always have a ball when 
knitting!! 
 
 

 
Library 
 
School library 
Both our school libraries are working well this year 
after the Covid closure. There is great credit due to 
our volunteer librarians: Bronagh Peelo Whelan, 
Emiko Funaki and Amanda O Brien. Julie Moloney 
and Rosemary Flanagan have also rejoined recently.  
We recently acquired a library grant from the DES 
and have ordered a large number of books which 
are due into the school soon. 
Don't forget our book sale in February. All donations 
kindly accepted. Children's books only please. 
There is great interest from the children in reading 
library books since it reopened. Please encourage 
reading at all times. 
 

 
 

Active School Flag  
 
This year our school is aiming to be awarded an 
Active School Flag. Throughout the year there will be 
many initiatives aimed at encouraging our pupils to 
be more active both in school and at home. The 
benefits to being active are endless: we feel better, 
we work better, we sleep better and we have more 
energy. 
 
Our first big challenge as we work towards the flag 
was the recent ACTIVE BREAK CHALLENGE. Each 
class had to do an active movement break EVERY 
DAY for 4 WEEKS! There was great variety in 
activities across the school. Examples include: Dance 
breaks, yoga breaks, running laps of the school yard, 
walking the GAA Pitch walkway and the 'skip up a 



 

 

 

 

mountain challenge'! Some of our older classes were 
also lucky enough to learn some functional 
movement skills from a SETU Sports Science 
student. 
 
Next up on our list of activities: the teachers vs 
pupils football games before Christmas followed by 
the RUN AROUND IRELAND challenge in the spring-
time. Stay tuned! 

 
*Sport 
 
Under 10 Football  
  
Our U10 football team had a busy few months' 
training and competing in three Blitz's with Mr. 
Kirwan, Mr. O'Leary and Mr. Sheehan.  
The first two blitz's took place in Gracedieu. On the 
second day out we were beaten by the narrowest of 
margins by Holy Cross in an epic golden score format 
after two periods of extra time in the final. 
Over 30 Third- and Fourth-Class boys got the 
opportunity to play and represent their school. We 
are looking forward to the U11 hurling starting up in 
the new year. 
Well done to all the boys involved! 
 
Under 13 Boys County Football Final  
Ballygunner 3-6 Lismore 2-7 
 
We played in De la Salle, Gracedieu. It was a great 
day for a football match. At the start, Lismore were 
on top but had only a point to show for it. It wasn’t 
until a Cian Walsh goal halfway through the first half 
that we got a comfortable lead. We tagged on points 
from Michael Moloney, Joe Byrne, and Eric Wiley. 
Some good defending by Liam Og Aylward, Cian 
Hogan Dowling, and some heroics from Jack O 
Sullivan in goal kept us ahead. Just before half time, 
Joe Byrne played a brilliant ball to Eric Wiley who 
rolled it into the corner of the net. At half time we 
lead by 7 points. 
In the second half Lismore came out very strong. 
They tagged on three points and the lead was down 
to four. We got a free at the other end and Michael 
Moloney made no mistake and the lead was back to 
four. Not long after Lismore got the goal they were 
looking for. Rory Power came on for Pauric Haran. In 
the dying stages of the match Lismore got a free and 
took it short and looped it past a helpless Jack O 
Sullivan for a goal. It looked like the cup was going 
back to Lismore.  
But Dara Cunningham kicked a long ball to big Joe 
Byrne, who palmed it on to Cian Walsh, who placed 
it low into the goal to win us the game. Cian Walsh 

will always be remembered in Ballygunner as a 
legend.  
Standout performers on the day were too numerous 
to mention them all. 
 
Boys Football 
This year the boys in 5th and 6th class were very busy 
training hard for three competitions. The Eastern, 
County and Mini 7s blitz. It was great to see how 
much the boy’s football skills have progressed since 
September. We played Butlerstown in the Eastern 
final. This was a very competitive game and we pulled 
away in the end thanks to some fantastic scores by 
Michael Moloney, Eric Wiley and Joe Byrne. We faced 
our biggest test in the County Final against Lismore. 
Mr O.Neill and I were very proud of the resilience the 
team showed. After many great saves by Jack 
O’Sullivan in the final, Lismore scored a goal in what 
seemed to be the final kick of the day. We went down 
the other end of the field with Cian Walsh saving the 
day. He scored two fantastic goals but none more 
important than the one right before the final whistle 
sounded. It was great to see all of the panel members 
even those that didn’t play run on to celebrate with 
their team mates. Then followed the Mini 7s Blitz. 
This gave a great chance for all players to show their 
skills. Unfortunately, we weren’t victorious but all the 
boys put in a great effort. We are looking forward to 
getting back training for the hurling starting in 
January. Gunners Abú. 
Mr Sheahan 
 
Girls Football  
Ballygunner are on their winning streak again 
following their Mini Sevens Victory. On the day 
Ballygunner played three teams which included 
Clonea N.S, Glór na Mara N.S and Butlerstown N.S. It 
was played in SETU Carriganore.   
Our first match against Clonea was tough but bally 
gunner got a few scores  at the start of the match. 
Half time came and we were still in the lead but 
shortly things changed. Clonea came back hungry for 
the win but Ballygunner never gave in. Clonea got 
several scores but nothing Ballygunner could not 
handle. In the last play of the game there was a 
close score line but Caoimhe Connelly scored an 
unstoppable shot securing Ballygunners win.   
Our next match was against Butlerstown N.S. The 
ball was thrown up and we were off again. We won 
the toss and got a score. Síofra Maloney saved a 
close goal score from Butlerstown. Ballygunner  took 
the victory against Butlerstown   
Our final match was against Glór na Mara N.S. It was 
the toughest one yet Ballygunner didn’t know what 
was coming 



 

 

 

 

The ball was thrown up and they were off for the 
last time Bally gunner got first possession of the ball 
and  kicked it down the pitch. We got a wide 
followed by more wide's. The spectators didn’t know 
what they were seeing .Ballygunner got one score 
just before half time making it  a very close score 
line going into the break. The second half kicked off 
and Ballygunner’s Captain Erin Butler soloed down 
the pitch and shot the ball into the top corner of the 
goal.  Ballygunner were back in the rhythm again. 
The goal keepers kicks were short and high and 
Ballygunner kept on attacking and scoring. Caoimhe 
Quinlan came on and when she kicked the ball it was 
like a magnet over the bar! We had ran away with it 
and we had taken the title Mini Sevens Champions.  
 
Parents Association 
 
We were delighted to present Marta from SDVP a 
cheque of €1150 from the monies raised from our 
Xmas Jumper day.  
The money raised will go to families in need in our 
locality and will be greatly appreciated, especially at 
this time of year.  
This is a fantastic achievement for a well-deserved 
charity.  
   

 
 
The Parents Association would like to appeal for new 
members in 2023. It is so important to be a voice for 
our children and to have that link with the school.  
The Parents Association is completely voluntary, but  
with members leaving the committee as their 
children’s time in BG comes to an end it is hard to 
see how it can continue without some new parents 
joining. We would love to welcome anyone who 
would like to be involved in 2023.  
 
Parking and Traffic  
As with every newsletter, this is just a gentle 
reminder to be extra vigilant on approach and 
departure to the school on your daily commute. 

Safety is always paramount for our children.  
Johnathan does a fantastic job daily with traffic 
management and ensures the drop offs and pickups 
run smoothly and efficiently.  
This year we have also seen a rise in the use of 
electric scooters and ask parents and children to be 
mindful of other pedestrians and road users while 
using these.  
Havenwood as always have been super 
accommodating allowing us the use of their car 
park, I would ask you to continue to be respectful of 
their space and green areas during collection and 
drop off times.  
 
School Calendar 2022/2023  
School will re-open following the Christmas Break on 
Thursday January 5th 2023.     
  

Christmas Holidays  
Early closing on Wednesday, 21st December 2022 
Re-opening on Thursday, 5th January 2023   
 

St Brigid’s Day  
School will be closed on Monday 6th February 
2023 
 

Spring Mid Term Break  
School will be closed on Thursday 16th and Friday 
17th February 2023.   
Re-opening on Monday, February 20th 2023  
 

St Patrick’s Day  
School will be closed Friday 17th March 2023  
 

Easter Holidays 
Early closing on Friday 31st March 2023 Re-
opening on Monday 17th April 2023 
 

May Bank Holiday  
School will be closed on Monday 1st May 2023 
 

June Bank Holiday  
School will be closed on Monday 5th June 2023  
 

Summer Holidays  
Early closing on Friday 23rd June 2023  
 

       
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
Kids Corner – Laughs & Giggles 
 
 
Q: Who is never hungry on Christmas Day? 
A:  The turkey—it's stuffed. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Q: What makes a candy cane a collector's item? 
A: It's in mint condition. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Q: What do gingerbread men have on their bed? 
A: Cookie sheets! 
 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Q: Where do you buy a Christmas gift for your pig? 
A: Hamazon 
 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Q: Why does a broken drum make a good Christmas 
present? 
A: It can't be beat. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Q: What animal is best at wrapping gifts? 
A:  Velociraptor 
 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Q: What's Santa's favorite type of music? 
A: Wrap. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Q: What do reindeer say before telling a joke? 
A: This one will sleigh you! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Wishing everyone a 
wonderful Christmas  

& 
 Happy New Year for 

2023 !! 
 

   


